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PARIS, Sept. 15.

HHE most dramatiec resurrection of
l the late war, and perhaps of all
history. is that of Colonel—better
known as Captain—Alfred Dreyfus.
Twenty-four years ago this brave, un-
fortunate man was sentenced to a living
death as a traitor with every circumstance
of shame and ignominy that France could
devise. And unow, after all these years,
his country has appointed him an officer
of her famous Legion of Honor.

But the struggles that have ocecurred in
the interval make the drama even more
wonderful than anvthing that can be im-
agined from the mere statement of {hese
two essential facts. A reversal of Cap-
tain Dreyfus's original conviction was in-
deed ohtained vears ngo after a remark-
able campaign to prove his innocence, but
that did not miean his compiete rshabili-
tation. The whele power of the upper
classes of Trance had been employed to
gecura his convictlon and to uphold ft.
The same power continued unalterably
against him, even after his innocaace nad
been proved.

After his reinstatement in the army art
that earlier period he found the majority
of officers as well as the leaders of soclety
agalnst him, and a military career became
hopeless,

The hunted, tragle man retired into ob-
scurity, broken physically, but his amazing
moral force never deserted him.

When this war broke out his opportunity
came. The very existence of Prance as a
nation was threatened and the services of
every man of military tralning were de-
marded. Alfred Dreyfus, then a major of
artillery on the retired list, was appointed

to the command of one of the smaller forts
surrounding Paris.

Then came the great irresistible rush of
the Germans upon Parls. The invaders
reached as far as the Bols de Boulogne, the
great park of the metropolis, and the fate
of France trembled in the balance. The
French Government was removed hurrled-
Iy to Bordeaux on the western coast.

A8 most people know, the task of cap-
turing Paris was confided by the German
Staf to General von Kluck, commsander of
the right wing of the German army. He
Was lo swing arotind west of Parie, and, in
combination with the other Germsan armies
gurrcund the capital,

In a la=t desperate life-and-death erdort
to stem the German invasion, all the
French reserves that could be gethered in
Paris were rushed forward to allackE whe
army of Von Kluck at its junction with!
the other German armies. Thousands of the
Yrench soldiers, many of them elderly men,
wera hurried there in taxicabs.

This sudden onelaught nearly cut through
von Kluck's army, and he was compelled
to swing eastward to escape destruction.
Parle was thus saved. In this desperate
figating Alfred Dreyfus, the physically
broken, long persecuted officer of artillery,
acquitted himself herolecally, He distin.
gulshed himself eapecially in the battla of
the Oureq, two days before the batile of
the Marne,

The brilllant strategic move against Von
Kluck's army made possible the great
French victory of the Marne, which ended
Germany’'s hope of swift success, and thus
insured her finnl defeat.

For his services in this eritical struggle
Alfred Dreyfus was promoted lleutenant-
colonel. But France owes himn much bes
yond hls combatant services, for it i
understood that he first discovered the
diabolical espionage work that was being
carried on Ly Mata Harl, the notorious
Dutch dancer. 1t is one of the most singu-
lar clrcumstances of this great drama
that a man once falsely accuscd a8 A BpY
should have trapped one of the most dap.
gerous of real spies.

Mata Harl was a fascinatingly beautify]
woman, the daughter of « Duteh planter in
the East Indies and a native

Javanese woman. The girl mar-
ried Campbell Maclead, the dis-
reputable sclon of a Scottish
noble famlily and separated from
him. Having learncd to danee
in an Oriental temple she wont
to Europe and made considep-
able success in Germany. There
she was hired as a spy by the
@erman General Staff
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Bhe went to Paris and ensnared a young
French banlier, whom she ruined finan-
clally, Ha was the brotherin-law
French Cabinet Minister.

During the war Muata Harl, who was re-
garded as thoroughly French in sympa-
thies, performed vital eapionage service for
the Germans. When the English had per-
fected their wonderful tanks and were
about to launch them against the Germans
In their offensive of 1616, the latter got
wind of what was coming.

Mata Harl exercised her well-tried
charms successfully upon an English offi-
cer who was in the tank service and hud

of a

. been sent to Paris ahead of their arrival.

She learned from him when, these new
weapons would arrive at a French channel
port. She went to that port and picked up
certain valuable details about tha nature
of the tanks, and Germany was thus
enabled to be at least partially on guard
against them. !

Mata Harl carried on most of her com-
munications with Germany by way of the
German esplonage servico at San Sebas-
tian In Spaln. This is a favorite cosmo-
politan resort within a few miles of the
French frontier, and thers seemed no good
reason why a foreigner svmpathetic to
France should not go to this resort and
return.

Colonal Dreyfus, who had known some
of the family of the young banker ruined
by Mata Harl, considered certain facts he
had learned about her and suggested, it s
understood, to the French Government
that it would be wise to Investigate her.

An investigation of Mata Hari’s activl-
tles by the French counter-espionage ser-
vice followed and many evidences of her
gullt were unearthed. She was arrested
in the ¥all of 1917 and tried by court-
martial. i

Two weeks later the announcement was
made that she had been condemned to
death for esplonage.

The dancer made a desperate fight for
her life. She summoned every influentlal
friend she had known in prosperity to help
her. One of the best lawyers In Paris,
Edouard Clunet, defended her. She ob-
talned an appeal, but the sentence was
confirmed by the Neview Court and later
ratified by the Supreme Court.

Every appeal having heen exhausted, the
sentence of the court-martial had to be
carried out. Half an hour before dawn
she was taken from her cell at St. Lazare,
placed In an automobile between two offi-
cers and driven to the garrison town of
Vincennes, two miles from--Parls. Tha
execution took place at sunrise, according
to military tradition. The scene was the

courtyard of the old castle. The prisoner
was placed in a chair against a high wall
with her eyes blindfolded: Twenty sol-
diers faced her, and at the word of com-
mand ralsed their rifles and fired into her
breast. Thus Mata Hari ended her
troublous life.

When the long war was over, when vie-
tory had at last been won and the night-
mare of ruin and slavery had at last been
removed from France, when all the generals

Greal Dritein Rights Reserveds

B Tho Penal Settlement
f Off the Coast of French
Cuiana. The Farther
Island of the Group I
Devil’s lsland, So-called
on  Account of It
Horrible Climata,

and heroes and soldiers had been finally
rewarded, somebody suggested that justice
should bLe done to poor Alfred Dreyfus.
Even at the outbreak of the war the old
prejudices against him were stil] rampan-,
but after his wonderful services during
the great struggle not a volee was raized
against him fn any quarter—there was no
one indeed who would refuse to pay him
honor,

Before a distinguished gathering of gen-
erals and public men-a famous general of
Irance pinned the coveted ribbon of tha
Leglon of Honor upon. the breast of the
bent, white-halred but still herole soldier,
who was dressed in the full uniform ol a
lieutenant colonel of artillery.

What a contrast between this scene and
that of January 5, 1895. Upon that fateful
day 05,000 soldiers of the Fronch army
were drawn up in the Champs do Mars,
on the left hank of the Selne, In the city
of Parls. Alfred Dreyfus, looking llke a
man already dead, marched between a file
of aoldlers and came to & halt before Gen-
eral Darras, He wore a captain of artil
lery's uniform and carried & sword in his
band. The verdict of the courtmartial
convicting him as a spy was read to him.
An adjutant selzed his sword and broke it
acrosg his knee. Then he cut all the in-
signla and buttons from the captain’'s uni-
form,

“Vive la France,” crled Droyfus.
have degraded an innocent man.
I am {nnocent."” ~

Then he was marched away to his long
purgatory on Devil's Island.

It 18 belioved that the consplracy to con-
vice Dreyfus originated in the striving of
some corrupt officers to conceal their own
misdeeds. In 1894 a French scrubwoman
at the German Embassy in Paris, found in
the waste paper basket of Colonel Schwaz-
koppen, the German military attache, a
scrap of paper called a “bordereau,” which
read in part:

“I send you some finteresting informa-
tion, namely a note concerning the hydrau-
Hc brake of the 120 cannon and the way
the gun is managed. A note upom the
‘troupes de couverture’; some modifica-

tions will be carried out according to the
new plan. A note concerning the modifica-
tions in the formations of artillery. A note
relative to Madagasear., The proposed
‘manuel de tir' of the field artillery.”

Colonel Henry, an officer of the Intelli-
gence Bureau of the French General Staff,
who proved to be the villian of the wholo
drama, determined to put the authorghip
c¢f this document on Captain Alfred Drey-
fus. He was an unpopular officer because
he was too reserved and studious,

He came of a prominent and wenlthy
Hebrew family of Alsace. Like many Al-
satians he spoke with a slight German ac-
cent, but he had the highest claims to

“You
1 swear

French nationality, for his family had re- .

mained faithful to France at the annexa-
tion of Alsace in 1870,

'I'he villainous Colonel Henry forged
other incriminating documents In the
handwriting of the bordereau. Colonel du
Paty de Clam, an associate, assisted him
by obtalning fome genuine specimens of
Dreyfus's wriling.

Bertillon, the famous hundwriilng ex-

Captain Alfred Dreyfus, As He Appeared
At the Time of His Conviction
As a Spy in 1895,

pert, was called In and agreed that the
Fandwriting of the bordereau was thit of
Dreyfus. Meanwhile a wave of antl-
Bemitlsm was sweeping over Franco,
most of the infiluentlal classes being !n-
volved in it.

A secret court martial was held and
poor Dreyfus was condemned to Devil's
Island for life.

This dreadful spot {s a sand bar off the
coast of French Guiana, barely rizing
above tho sca. For two months of the
year drenching trople ralns fall upon ‘t.
For the rest of tho time It stews In a fear-
ful heat, the temperature often rising
to 120.

Dreyfus was confined fn & hut, or rather
& cage, elghteen by sixteen feet In extent.
He was manacled to the wall by a chain,
which just permitted him to move to his
bed and seolitury chalr.

No one elze lived on the {sland, for it
was too unhealthy. Once a day = guard
from another {sland came to look at Drey-
fus and thrust his food at him with a long
shovel—as though he were a caged beast.

Meanwhlle the forces of justice all ovar
the world were struggling for a reopening
of the case. Emile Zola, the novelist, as-
serted that he was convinced of Dreyfus'a
Innocence. The brave Colonel Picquact

took up his cause and was banished to
Tunis.

The scrubwoman of the German Em-
bassy dived some more into the military
nttache's waste baskel and unecarthed a
document that proved the handwriting of

the “borderean” to be that of Major Ester-
kazy, a disreputable officer of iae French
army.

Colonel Tlenry, accused of forgery and
couspiracy, commitied suicide, Many other
things were found which forced the French
Government to reopen the Dreyfus case.

In 1899 Dreyvfus was Lroughi back from
his living tomb on Devil's Island, retried
at Rennes and acquitted, Jut this did not
rehabilitate him in the army. It was not
until 1904, after many efforts, that Dreyfus
‘Wwas restored to his milllary ranl.

le strove loyally to resume hls broken
career, but found the influences too greay
against him and gave up the strugele affop
two years. T1lis complete restoration in
avery sense has only been made possiblg
by the events of the great conflict, = 4
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